
With the ratification of the 
suffrage in Tennessee, the victory 
of the woman in the United States 
of America became complete. How 
the strong prejudices can be rooted 
out serves as the evidence by the 
fact that the Tennessee House of 
Deputies intended to undo the 
suffrage ratification, despite having 
already passed it and being approved 
by the governor. The Senate, by 
a majority of 17 votes against 5, 
resisted the withdrawal, which was 
returned to the House of Members, 
and the ratification of the suffrage 
persisted.

The ratification of the suffrage 
gives 25 million women equal rights; 
this struggle lasted for a long time, 
through 70 years. The first slogans 
were thrown by Mrs. Margaret Brent 
in Maryland, in 1647, when she 
demanded a place in the legislature 
on the principle of possession of 
large areas of land. Next, Mrs. 
Abigail Adams wrote to her 
husband, John, who was deliberating 
in Congress on constitutional rights 
for the young republic of the United 
States that the women’s cause should 
receive due recognition, otherwise 
women would refuse to obey laws 
that refused to give them a voice.

When, in 1840, women were not 
allowed to attend a World Anti-
Slavery Convention, an organized 
suffrage movement began and 
lasts until now. Lucretia Mott and 
Elizabeth Stanton, succumbing to 
the general currents, convened the 
First Gender Equality Congress in 
Senaca Falls, N.Y. In 1852, another 
convention, attended by Canadian 
women, was held in the city of 
Syracuse, New York. Famous all 
over the United States, the great 
activist of the rights cause, Suzan B. 
Anthony took over the leadership 
then, devoting her life to this great, 

albeit unpopular task. In 1869, 
the National Association for the 
Equality of Women was established 
in New York City, led by Mrs. Suzan 
Anthony and Mrs. Stanton. At the 
same time, the American Gender 
Equality Society was founded in 
the city Cleveland, headed by Lucy 
Stone and Julia Ward Howe, whose 
names are famous all over the states 
of North America. - So two great 
organizations were created, serving 
the same purpose, but differing in 
the way they carried out their great 
task: and so the National Suffrage 
Society sought to force the Congress 
into implementing the proper 
amendment of the US constitution 
regarding women’s rights; The 
American Suffrage Association 
campaigned among individual 
states; to win the suffrage supporters 
among the population and to branch 
it all over the States. Finally, both 
of these factions merged into one 
organization under a common 
name: Association of the National 
Women Suffrage. It applied for a 
ballot, and the leaders were: Stanton, 
Miss Suzanne Anthony, Dr. Anna 
Howard Shaw and Mrs. Carrie 
Chapman Catt.

In 1875, Miss Anthony obtained 
an amendment to the Constitution 
that bears her name, which was 
introduced into Congress by Mrs. 
Sergent from California. This 
amendment had waited longer 
than any other one to receive due 
recognition in the country and had 
been submitted to every session 
of Congress since its introduction. 
Originally it did not differ from the 
principle of the new domestic law, 
and at the time of its introduction 
was the 16th amendment, then 
the 17th, 18th, and 19th. In the 
last seven years, it has begun to be 
seriously discussed, in the preceding 

30-ties, the question of suffrage was 
not discussed at all in Congress.

The National Suffrage 
Association, however, did not 
abandon its campaign to prepare 
the nation for this new idea; as 
this matter of suffrage progressed 
slowly, and actually stood still, Suzan 
Anthony decided to gain the vote 
by storm. Therefore, she went to the 
ballot box to cast her vote, but she 
was arrested. However, she was not 
imprisoned, despite the fact that 
she did not want to pay the fine. 
This became the slogan for creating 
militarism among suffragettes. With 
continued effort, more and more 
states were conquered, and the first 
to allow women to vote was the state 
of Wyoming in 1869; by 1919, 16 
states had granted a woman the right 
to vote, and 15 could vote for the 
president (before the amendment 
was ratified).

In 1913, militarism to support 
the suffrage in America has arose, 
and then during President Wilson’s 
inauguration, 8,000 women marched 
to the White House, amid an 
unfriendly crowd and intrusive 
police. From then on, for seven 
years these demonstrations, parades, 
to the White House, and even the 
burning of the speeches of the 
President in Europe, however, the 
Suffragette Society did not support 
such actions and did not participate 
in them. As soon as the amendment 
was passed in Congress, there was a 
great effort to win 3-quarters of the 
states for ratification. The individual 
states have ratified in the following 
order: Wisconsin, Michigan, 
New York, Kansas, Ohio, Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Texas, 
Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas, Nebraska, 
Montana, Minnesota, New 
Hampshire, Utah, California, Maine, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Colorado, Rhode Island, Kentucky, 
Oregon, Indiana, Wyoming, Nevada, 
New Jersey, Idaho, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, West Virginia, 
and Washington. Pioneers and 
activists in the cause of women’s 
emancipation had to overcome 
many adversities and they had to 
fight aversion, not only from men, 
but also from conservative women, 
fashionable and wealthy ladies who, 
judging only superficially, were 
unable to rise to the level of the tasks 
of a woman - human.

Even in 1873, the Anti-Suffragette 
Association was founded, led by 
Mrs. W.T. Sherman and Catherine 
Ward Beecher, who presented a 
petition to Congress to stop suffrage, 
and other organizations of this 
type. Among them, the “ National 
Anti-Suffrage Association “, headed 
by Mrs. Dodge deserves a special 
attention, as it constantly resisted 
the cause of women’s rights.

Apart from America, suffrage 
has been recognized in many 
other countries, such as in 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, England, 
Scandinavia, etc. In total, 21 foreign 
countries, apart from ours, have 
granted women suffrage and are 
not afraid at all, on the contrary, 
they all believe that a woman 
will have a good influence on the 
environments close and distant from 
her. It is said that one of the closer 
countries in which the suffrage 
will be introduced is Mexico, they 
even claim that Mexican women 
are progressive and that the path of 
equality in Mexico was spread by 
a certain Savant, endowed with a 
poetic talent.

We should be astonished at the 
antagonism towards that progress, 
and in most cases, it proves a lack of 
understanding of the situation and 
the selfish views.
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